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Arturo Fuentes
Born in Mexico in 1975, composer Arturo Fuentes arrived to Europe in 1997; his musical path led him from Milan to Paris, Vienna to Innsbruck, where he currently lives.
 
In the course of these twenty years he has created a very diverse catalogue of over a hundred works, published entirely by LondonHall Editions. His work is distributed internationally, comprising of more than thirty concerts annually, and is commonly included in festivals and institutions such as the Luxembourg Philharmonic, the Paris Philharmonic and the Wiener Konzerthaus; it is also part of recording productions, of which three are monographic and a dozen are collective.
 
Fuentes’ music dialogues with art, cinema, literature and philosophy. Most of his works are chamber music and solo pieces, including an important series dedicated to the guitar, as well as the cycle Glass distortion composed for the Diotima String Quartet. Almost half of his catalogue consists of mixed works with electronics and video, as well as electroacoustic works and short films that he has directed and produced.
 
There are also vocal works that include mixed ensembles, choirs and opera, such as Whatever Works directed by Michael Scheidl and performed by the PHACE Ensemble with soprano Sarah Sun. Fuentes has composed for several dance and music-theatre projects, and lately he started with the scenography direction of his own works like the staged-concert Music of imaginary beings commissioned by the Lucilin Ensemble of Luxembourg.

In 2015 he composed Snowstorm for the Ensemble intercontemporain, one of his last works with large-scale instrumentation inspired by the homonymous painting of the English painter William Turner. Fuentes was commissioned for several projects including opera, orchestra and ensemble work in the years to come. Works like a cello concert dedicated to Maximilian Hornung and the Stuttgarter Kammerorchester, and a one-hour-long monodrama for the Klangforum Wien, among others.

Arturo Fuentes began playing the guitar at the age of eight, shortly after he formed a rock band and at fifteen he began his formal music studies at the CIEM (Centre for Research and Music Studies) directed by María Antonieta Lozano. During this period, he passed his theory and guitar exams acquiring his degrees from the Royal College of Music of London. He also attended the composition workshop of Juan Trigos. In 1992, at the age of seventeen, he met Franco Donatoni in Mexico City; until his arrival in Milan in 1997, Fuentes continued under the guidance of this composer. In the Italian city, in addition to Donatoni, Fuentes attended Luca Cori’s workshop and began composing his first works, including Interludi Continui for guitar, which won the composition award organized by the Suvini Zerboni Editions. With this work, at the age of twenty-two, Fuentes officially opened his catalogue. A year later, he met Horacio Vaggione at the Paris 8 University, one of his main teachers who showed him new tools for composition using computer science, electronics and philosophy. At this time Fuentes also attended the Master seminars of Antonia Soulez. In 2002, he was selected for the annual IRCAM CURSUS for creating a piece for theorbo, electronics and video.
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